
Supported by the United State Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and the U.S. Department of State, the ASEAN Science and 
Technology Fellowship develops a cadre of ASEAN scientists that can 
effectively influence the policymaking process at national and regional levels.

The U.S. Government, in partnership with the ASEAN Foundation, 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the ASEAN 
Committee on Science, Technology and Innovation, launched the inaugural 
ASEAN-U.S. Science and Technology (S&T) Fellowship in April 2014. 
Since then, the Fellowship have placed the emerging science leaders 
into government ministries to strengthen evidence-based policy-making. 
The Fellowship also empowers young leaders to engage in policies that 
drive national priorities and impact the lives of citizens in ASEAN. This 
approach is modeled after the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science Fellowship, which has placed over 2,600 fellows in U.S. 
Government agencies for over 40 years.

The fellows are embedded within a government office in their home 
country for one year and work on a variety of tasks to help their offices, 
countries, and ASEAN. The programme also trains fellows to develop 
strong leadership skills and raises their awareness of ASEAN goals and 
objectives. Current and future fellows will form a network to continue 

EMPOWERING SCIENTISTS TO 
SUPPORT EVIDENCE-BASED 
POLICY-MAKING THROUGH 
THE ASEAN SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY FELLOWSHIP

to promote the programme and the importance of increased dialogue 
between scientists and policymakers. 

The 2019/2020 ASEAN Science and Technology Fellowship has gathered 
17 fellows from 9 ASEAN Member States that are hosted by entities 
which support technical work in the following priority areas:
1.	 Digital Economy – to achieve the creation of an integrated 

digital economy by using evidence-based scientific methods and 
harnessing Science, Technology, and Innovation (digital and disruptive 
technologies, etc.) for policy development.

2.	 Innovative Start Ups – to contribute to the development of 
a policy that is able to create a conducive environment for start-
ups to grow optimally and provide positive social and economic 
impact to the communities by harnessing STI and evidence-based 
scientific methods.

3.	 Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) for UN 
SDGs – to contribute to the development of policies that leverage 
innovative technology solutions and collaboration with local and 
global technology partners as a means to achieve United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals (UN SDGs) by harnessing using STI 
and evidence-based scientific methods.

First piloted in 2014 with 6 Fellows. With the new Fellows on 

board in July 2019, it has reached a combination total of 69 

Fellows comprising 28 women and 41 men.
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In 2016, Dr Nofri Yenita Binti Dahlan, a 2015/2016 fellow 
from Malaysia, was invited for the Conference on Science 

Diplomacy at the AAAS Headquarter in Washington DC.
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THE GOALS
The ASEAN Science and Technology Fellowship is focused on bringing 
outside scientific knowledge and perspectives into the government and in 
creating new career experiences for participants. The goals are to:
•	 Advance regional cooperation on ASEAN strategic priorities;
•	 Strengthen science-based policy-making throughout targeted national 

government ministries and/or bodies; and
•	 Empower scientists in ASEAN to take a more prominent role in their 

respective countries’ efforts to integrate into the ASEAN Community. 

From 2014 – 2018, the Fellowship topics ranged, from Biodiversity, 
Water Management, Fisheries and Ocean Management, Sustainable 
Energy, Climate Change, Health, Disaster Management, to Science, 
Technology, and Innovation Policy. The 2019/2020 Fellows had an Orientation , Capacity Development 

Workshop and Participation to the ASEAN Senior Official Meeting in 
Science and Technology prior to the Fellowship.
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Profiles of the 2019/2020 ASEAN S&T Fellows

Dr Wida Susanty Haji Suhaili
Brunei Darussalam
Dr Wida focuses on the use of STI in the improvement of paddy plantation in Brunei, 
where the adoption of these innovations can then be translated and replicated for 
other water problems by working with the Department of Agriculture and Agrifood, 
Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism.

Dr Tan Reasmey
Cambodia
Dr Reasmey assists the General Secretariat of the National Science and Technology 
Council, Ministry of Planning, to develop a technology roadmap for agro-processing 
in order to promote agro-processing industries in Cambodia. 

Dr Sarot Srang
Cambodia
Dr Sarot works with the Techno Startup Center under the Ministry of 
Economic and Finance of Cambodia to draft the establishment of Ecosystem 
for Path to Commercialization.

Dr Himawan Tri Bayu Murti Petrus
Indonesia
Dr Bayu focuses on the metal extraction from the secondary resource which is 
lithium and other metals from battery recycling process. Dr Bayu works with 
Directorate General of Strengthening for Research and Development Ministry of 
Research, Technology, and Higher Education.



Dr Keophousone Phonhalath
Laos
Dr Keophousone focuses on solid waste management policy and technology 
development by working with the Biotechnology and Ecology Institute, Ministry of 
Science and Technology of Lao PDR.

Dr Sengpasith Houngaloune
Laos
Dr Sengpasith focuses on the mechanisms of electronic waste management 
policy and technology development by working with the Department of 
Technology and Innovation, Ministry of Science and Technology of Lao PDR.

Dr Norhayati Abdullah
Malaysia
Dr Norhayati focuses on the policy for science, technology, and innovation for water 
management, which will include the mechanisms of water management policy and 
technology development by collaborating with the Academy of Sciences Malaysia. 

Dr Zamir A. Zulkefli
Malaysia
Dr Zamir looks at enhancing the effectiveness of science parks in the 
commercialization ecosystem in Malaysia by working with the Ministry of Energy, 
Science, Technology, Environment, and Climate Change.

Dr Zar Zar Win
Myanmar
Dr Zar Zar works with Department of Monitoring and Evaluation (Research), 
Ministry of Education, Myanmar. She drafts a policy brief and plan of action for 
ICTs in education and management systems in Myanmar.

Dr Myo Thida
Myanmar
Dr Thida works with the Department of Research and Innovation to develop a strategic 
plan for Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy in Myanmar, to promote policy-
making based on scientific evidence, and to encourage technological innovation.

Dr Muhammad Ikhlasul Amal
Indonesia
Dr Amal works with the Innovation System Directorate, Ministry of Research, 
Technology and Higher Education in developing Framework for Regional 
Innovation in Indonesia.	



Dr Neil Stephen Lopez
The Philippines
Dr Neil works with Philippine Council for Industry, Energy and Emerging 
Technology Research and Development to improve energy efficiency in MSMEs 
using innovative policy frameworks and 4IR technologies.

Dr Pierangeli G. Vital
The Philippines
Dr Pierangeli analyses and develops recommendations on policies and standards 
related to food safety using microorganisms. She works with the Industrial 
Technology Development Division under the Philippine Council for Industry, Energy 
and Emerging Technology Research and Development. 

Dr Thanda Shwe
Myanmar
Dr Thanda works with Department of Information Technology and Cyber Security, 
Ministry of Transport and Communications of Myanmar to empower the digital 
security swaying human capacity for Myanmar e-commerce readiness.

Dr Nguyen Van Huy
Viet Nam
Dr Huy conducts research on developing aquaculture models in order to adapt to 
climate change through environmental management in the Tam Giang lagoon by 
working with Viet Nam Institute of Science, Technology and Innovation under the 
Viet Nam Ministry of Science and Technology.

Dr Nam Hoai Nguyen
Viet Nam
Dr Nam looks to draft a policy brief and provide policy recommendations on large 
scale renewable energy deployment in Viet Nam and possibilities of formation of 
National Renewable Energy Hub/Zones by working with Viet Nam Institute of Science, 
Technology and Innovation under the Viet Nam Ministry of Science and Technology

Dr Parinya Chamnan
Thailand
Dr Parinya focuses on generating updated evidence on policy and 
implementation of cardiovascular risk assessment and prevention in Thailand 
and, if possible, ASEAN countries.
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